
 
 

AEGIS Europe Letter to the European Council on Concrete Actions to Restore Competitiveness 

 

AEGIS Europe is an Alliance of over 30 manufacturing sectors, including steel, aluminium, glass, ceramics, paper, 

bicycles, fertilizers, tyres and more. In a fiercely competitive global market, Europe’s manufacturing sectors face 

growing pressure from unfair trade practices. Overcapacities in many sectors and in many countries, as well as unfair 

imports that disregard EU environmental and social standards, create an uneven playing field, leaving European 

manufacturing industries at a disadvantage. The Draghi Report has highlighted the urgent need for a resilient and 

competitive European industry that aligns with Europe’s strategic interests1. The Report also underlined the gaps in the 

EU’s current trade defence mechanisms that need to be addressed urgently.  

In recent strategy papers, the European Commission seems to have recognised the need for a more effective trade 
defence toolbox,2 but it has not backed up these statements with action: Trade Defence Instruments (TDI) must be 
faster, stronger, and adapted to current market realities.  

Against this backdrop and in view of the European Council meeting to be held on 18 - 19 June, AEGIS Europe calls on 

the EU leaders to: 

- Support industry’s requests for the allocation of additional resources to the European Commission DG Trade: 

This will allow for more and faster trade defence investigations, more time to understand and address changes 

in state-run trade strategies, more creative use of current instruments and to make proposals for legislative 

change.  

- Consider the improvement of the safeguard instrument and reform the voting system in safeguards 

procedures: the current rule of a qualified majority voting only adds another obstacle to a procedure which 

already asks the concerned industries to meet very strict conditions. As done for the anti-dumping instrument, 

the voting rule should change in adopting a Commission proposal by simple majority and blocking a proposal 

from the Commission only by a qualified majority votes. Allowing the EU industry to file a safeguard complaint 

would also streamline the procedures – rather than having to provide the data via Member States. 

- Consider a new instrument to deal with overcapacities: AEGIS Europe welcomed the new instrument 

addressing overcapacities in the steel sector. However, the EU needs a similar instrument for other sectors, 

available independent of the Safeguard instrument. This instrument must allow for the imposition of punitive 

tariffs, or any equivalent measure, at the border, on goods sourced in third countries which have given support 

directly or indirectly to the rise of economically irrational overcapacities.  

Europe must move from diagnosis to delivery, restoring industrial competitiveness, safeguarding high-quality 

jobs, and turning the Clean Industrial Deal into tangible outcomes in 2026.  

 

 

 

 
1 See the Draghi Report Part A and Part B. 
2 See, for example, the Clean Industrial Deal and the new Economic Security Strategy. 

https://commission.europa.eu/topics/competitiveness/draghi-report_en
https://commission.europa.eu/topics/competitiveness/clean-industrial-deal_en
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/7fc51410-46a1-4871-8979-20cce8df0896/library/777b1ecb-e7ce-4774-a92c-53f81e64ce76/details?open=true


 
 

 


